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Regional Climate Centers in the U.S.

Providing timely climate data and information to the public for cost effective decision making since 1987

ÅProgram stemmed 
from the National 
Climate Program Act 
(1978)

Å6 Centers cover U.S., 
regional emphasis

ÅFocus is on historical 
data

MISSION: Increase use and availability of climate 
data and information
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The High Plains Regional Climate Center

Providing timely climate data and information to the public for cost effective decision making since 1987

Our staff of 7ŀŎŎƻƳǇƭƛǎƘ ƻǳǊ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ ōȅΧ

Providing climateservices
ï Free expert consultation services for your 

climate data needs

Developing climate dataand information 
products

ï Sector-specific tools

ï Climate monitoring information

ï Maps, graphs, charts, etc.

Engaging ourstakeholders
ï Workshops

ï Hands-on training sessions
Meeting stakeholder needs by supporting 
and participating in applied research

From left to right: Shellie Hanneman, Bill 
Sorensen, Natalie Umphlett, Crystal Stiles, 
Jamie Lahowetz, Warren Pettee, and Rezaul 
Mahmood



We manage the complex flow of information from 
climate data collectors to end users of climate 
information.

Providing timely climate data and information to the public for cost effective decision making since 1987

Summer 2015 Precipitation Percent of Normal

ACIS: www.rcc-acis.org

Lincoln 5.8 WNW, courtesy Crystal Stiles.

Turning Data into Information



https://hprcc.unl.edu/gis/

ACIS Maps Shapefiles Now Available!



HPRCC Tribal Engagement

Providing timely climate data and information to the public for cost effective decision making since 1987

Why engage tribes?
ÅTribal communities 

are underserved.
ÅTribal communities 

are highly 
vulnerable to 
climate change and 
extreme events.

ÅTribal communities 
have valuable 
traditional 
knowledge about 
climate.



Providing timely climate data and information to the public for cost effective decision making since 1987

Wind River Drought Preparedness Project

Wind River Project 
Primary Partners

Å Sponsor:North Central Climate 
Science Center, Ft. Collins, CO

ÅItw//Ωǎ ǊƻƭŜΥ Collaborator
Å Project period: 2014-2017
Å Tribes served: Eastern Shoshone, 

Northern Arapaho

Wind River Canyon, WY



Providing timely climate data and information to the public for cost effective decision making since 1987

The Wind River Indian Reservation

ÅEastern Shoshone and 
Northern Arapaho 
Tribes

Å7th largest reservation 
in the U.S. (2.2 mil 
acres)

ÅArid, mountainous

ÅWater resource issues


